
HOW AN IDEA BECOMES A LAW 

 A concerned person or group contacts their state legislator to suggest legislation. 

The legislator introduces the bill in his or her respective chamber. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

BILL DRAFTING SERVICE 

Writes bill or reviews for style 

 
BILL IS FILED WITH CLERK 

 Numbered, printed. 

Speaker refers to committees. 

 

BILL DRAFTING SERVICE 

Writes bill or reviews for style 

 

SENATE 

BILL IS FILED WITH SECRETARY 

 Numbered, printed. 

Sen. president refers to committees. 

 
COMMITTEE 

HEARING 
(vote) 

COMMITTEE 
HEARING 

(vote) 

COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

2nd READING 2nd READING 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
House and Senate adopt conference 

report in its entirety, pass bill. 

FLOOR ACTION 
(vote) 

FLOOR ACTION 
(vote) 

3rd READING

 

 TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

 TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

3rd READING 

GOVERNOR VETOES BILL SIGNS ACT 

TWO-THIRDS VOTE IN EACH HOUSE 

(overrides veto) 

TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

LAW BECOMES EFFECTIVE 

on specified date 
or 

upon Governor’s signature 

Yes No 


